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Presidential Address* 





DONALD A. RIECHMANN 
1959-1960 


It is indeed an honor to be 
chosen President of the Pennsylva- 
nia Library Association. However, 
I must admit to some misgivings; 
this I hope is only human! The 
Association has had a wonderful 
program for the past several years 
and significant results have been 
written into the record. I can not 
help but feel like Benjie in Ken- 
neth Graham's wonderful little 
story of '’Bertie’s Escapade’’. Bertie 
decided he and the two rabbits 
should go Christmas. caroling. 
Benjie, one of the rabbits, objects 
saying, “I can't sing’. However, 
he is forced to follow through and 
so “he imitated various musical 
instruments, not very  success- 
fully". I shall try to imitate my 
predecessors; and if I should suc- 
ceed my success will be measured 
in terms of the help I receive from 
you as individuals and as an as- 
sociation. 

The program we have set for 
ourselves is not an easy one, as 
we all know from the difficulty we 
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are experiencing with our legisla- 
tive program. You have all been 
working diligently as officials of 
the organization, as interested li- 
brarians, and as citizens for a 
good many months now; and al- 
though we have made significant 
progress we can not claim the suc- 
cess we had hoped for. I am cer- 
tain the majority of us feel our 
program is a necessary one, if we 
are to serve the best interests of 
the people of our state. Certainly 
the last few weeks have sharpen- 
ed our awareness of the need to 
have reliable information readily 
available to everyone; we must 
encourage a knowledge of the en- 
tire range of man’s ideas. if we 
are to work toward a successful 
solution of the dilemma in which 
the peoples of the world find them- 
selves. Libraries are a vital factor 
whether they be school, special, 
private, or public. Pennsylvania 
has a rich heritage and we must 
continue to work for a program 
which we are certain is necessary. 
We do have a foundation upon 
which to build. 

We now have a State Library 
which, under many handicaps, is 
providing real stimulus and lead- 
ership. We have had an excel 
lent survey pointing out how not 
only the state libary, but our 
many other libraries, can be im- 
proved. We have a legislative 
program to help us reach our ob- 
jectives of serving adequately and 
equitable the people of Pennsylva- 
nia. And I am confident we have 
the leaders and the great body of 
dedicated librarians, who make 
up this Association, to carry out 
the program. If cost is a stumbling 
block we face, and it now seems 
to be a major factor, it is up to us 
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to convince the public we serve, 
and ourselves if necessary, this is 
a small price we would pay in 
terms of the results |achieved. It 
is essential that we seek ways in 
which to demonstrate and convey 
our convictions regarding the need 
for far superior service than that 
which Pennsylvania now has. 
Trustees are our great right arm 
and we have had their support. 
But we must awaken in all of them 
a greater sense of our responsi- 
bility—it is a trust they share with 
us. Together we must search out 
the way we should go. 

Our Conference Theme “Build- 
ing On Our Past’’ has many im- 
plications. For one it means that 
we must continue the program 
which Dan Healey, your now Past 
President, has carried on so well 
this year. We must continue our 
struggle, and struggle it is. to 
bring about a legislative program 
to help us build better libraries 
and provide for better service. We 
all agree, I know, that first call on 
our efforts is to bring to a success- 
ful conclusion the dedicated work 
of past officers and committees. 
Not only have they given freely of 
time and effort but have made 
personal sacrifices to bring us to 
the present state of progress. We 
are equally grateful to trustees, 
friends, and government officials 
who have shared in planning our 
program. and who have helped in 
getting it underway. I know we 
will have their continued support. 
I hardly need add that the mem- 
bership has shared in this effort. 
We can not now pause more than 
to catch our breath. I, and your 
other officers, and the committees, 
will begin at once the plans for 
the future. It may seem unreward- 
ing to continue planning in the 
future, but in the long range re- 
sults we seek it will actually seem 
but a little while until we have our 
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program tor library developmeni 
in Pennsylvania adopted—and 
have it we must and will. This 
can not be done without your help 
—we need your ideas, your under- 
standing and most important of all, 
your cooperation. 

Also there is another aspect to 
“Building on Our Past” which | 
would emphasize. Pennsylvania 
has a heritage of which it can be 
justly proud—and this includes 
libraries; not anly their fine col- 
lections in many instances, but 
their amazing service where re 
sources were limited. We do not 
want to compound and duplicate 
studies, bibliographies, and check- 
lists, but if they can be of use 
might not the Association initiate 
steps to make our resources better 
known and more readily avail- 
able. We can not do this alone. 
but there are many interested 
groups who would, I feel, be will- 
ing and eager to cooperate. Per 
haps there are local foundations 
which would find such programs 
worthy of their support. 

We have the very fine compila 
tion of A Bibliography of Pennsyl- 
vania History published by the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Mvu- 
seum Commission. Might it not be 
well to work toward a listing and 
description of notable Pennsylva- 
nia collections, and perhaps others 
of historical importance, of which 
we have many in our state? Our 
State Library, as many of you 
saw on your visit. has much im- 
portant material too little known. 
The PLA Bulletin has made an éx 
cellent beginning with its articles 
on special collections. Some 
thought should be given to a more 
extensive and organized ap 
proach. 

At this meeting we are discuss 
ing government documents. Might 
not a checklist of Pennsylvania 
official publications be very use 
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ful? Perhaps such a beginning 
would encourage needed 1eyisia- 
tion providing ior betier puouciy 
quad aisinuuon of tnese pupiica- 
tions. ‘ney snould certainly be 
more widely Known and used. 
Unen va.uaole iniormauon is pup- 
lisned but remains unknown and 
unavauaple to tne citizen wno 
would find it most helptul. 

We have aiso considered other 
types of mauerial at tnis conter- 
ence. An illuminaung aspect of 
Pennsyivamas nistory is in dan- 
ger o1 being lost to us—our news- 
papers. Not only must we tind 
ways of locating and making tnis 
record avaiable, but we must 
seriously consider the problem of 
its destruction or slow disintegra- 
tion. Its tragic loss would be final 
—and in some instance this may 
already have happened. 

Perhaps our Association can en- 
courage, and possibly assist, stu- 
dents and others doing research 
(which should include librarians 
and might involve some who have 
retired from active service) to con- 
sider such subjects as our rich 
library heritage, Pennsylvania au- 
thors, early printing, cultural 
groups, and other such subjects. 
Much remains to be done to illumi- 
nate our past, which is of signifi- 
cance not only to our state but to 
the nation. 

I think it behooves us as li- 
brarians to be particularly aware 
of the need for making our past 
available to all who are building 
the future. You may feel there are 
other problems or projects worthy 
of our consideration. I would be 
very pleased to hear from you, as 
I have only mentioned briefly 
some of the needs which have oc- 
curred to me. 

You may, however. sav I am 
only indulging in wishful think- 
ing, or that the pressures of ovr 
urgent present program preclude 
consideration of these problems. 


I can only say that I feel we have 
a responsibility to find the time 
and means to attack these prob- 
lems. Yes, we do need a system 
of libraries to provide every citi- 
zen with his present needs, which 
includes constructive recreation, as 
well as knowledge and informa- 
tion. But in doing this we must 
not neglect our duty, trite as it 
may sound, of making our li- 
braries truly the state’s cultural 
repositories; organizing. preserv- 
ing, and making readily available 
the wealth of material man needs 
if he is to understand, appreciate, 
and make use of his heritage. I 
truly believe we must have a pro- 
gram which builds on the past, for 
only then can we build well and 
secure the best results for the 
future. 
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Many strange and wonderful 
things happen when you write a 
book. 

You find yourself engaged in 
bizarre and unexpected activities 
such as riding down Broadway 
with a famous producer in a $24,- 
000 white Rolls Royce convertible 

-never having known before that 
Rolls Royce even made a conver- 
tible, let alone white, and let 
alone, as its owner tells you the 
moment you step aboard, for 
$24.000. 

You find yourself appearing on 
radio and television shows that 
range from something called 
“prignt and Early’’ in San Fran- 
cisco, where you are sandwiched 
between a recipe for shrimp creole 
and a lady in black tights doing 
calisthenics, to “The Last Word” 
with Bergen Evans in New York, 
where the recipe calls for wit and 
the calisthenics are mental. 

You find yourself acquiring a 
whole new range of perspective 
on professional critics, most of 
whom are flattering, but some of 
whom, you find it a little difficult 
not to feel, should be speedily put 
out to pasture. 

And you get letters. 

You get them from a young lady 
in a small Pennsylvania town who 
tells you how lonely she is, how 
proud she is of your accomplish- 
ment, and adds that “all I have is 
a degree and a good figure,neither 
of which has brought me anything 
up to now.” You learn to decide 


without a moment's hesitation that 
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with correspondence of this type, 
they aren't going to bring her any. 
thing this time, either. 

You get them from a spiteful 
lady in Maine who informs you 
that thousands of Americans are 
going to be shocked and horrified 
by your portrait of a President of 
the United States who is an ac 
tual, practical, responsible politi- 
cian instead of a godhead draped 
in cloth of gold; and you find it is 
no problem at all for you to forget 
the manners of a lifetime and tell 
her by return mail that she has 
made the stupidest and most un- 
perceptive comment of any you 
have seen yet. 

You get them from politicians, 
and from colleagues of the press 
and from influential men in great 
corporations, telling you how they 
approve of what you have done. 

But mostly, almost 99 to 1, you 
get them from average readers all 
over the country who tell you with 
genuine emotion how much they 
have liked your book, and how 
much it means to them, not only 
as readers who enjoy being en- 
tertained, but as Americans who 
have found in your writing some 
thing valid and hopeful and true 
about the country. 

“Now I understand much better 
what goes on in Washington," 
they write, “and I am not s0 
worried about it.” ‘You have con- 
tributed greatly to our under 
standing of democracy,” they say, 
“and you make us feel more hope 
ful."’ And over and over again, 80 
that it becomes the dominant 
theme of their correspondence, 
they use the words “heartened 
and encouraged.” 
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And presently you realize—and 
it is, believe me, a very humbling 
thought—that they mean it, and 
that somehow you seem to have 
given a good many of your coun- 
trymen a light to see by in a twilit 
age, and you begin to feel a cer- 
iain sense of awe that something 
which began with that clear inten- 
tion in your mind should indeed, 
through all the perils of composi- 
tion and publication, have manag- 
ed to come at least somewhere 
close to achieving it. 

To that subject I should like to 
return before I conclude, for it 
seems to me that this response 
from readers throughout the coun- 
try has a most direct and illumin- 
ating bearing upon the condition 
of America in this tense mid-cent- 
ury. It seems to me also that it 
perhaps has some bearing upon 
your own theme of ‘Building Upon 
The Past.” 

There is, in my view, much in 
the past of this nation, and in its 
present which even as we live it 
becomes the past, upon which to 
build in facing the tasks that con- 
front us in a world whose tragic 
problems are really not much 
changed simply because a sinis- 
ter little visitor who desires our 
death has learned how to say 
2s 

First, however, a little something 
about the novel, how it came to 
be written, the mechanics of it, 
and the like. Each writer, I sup- 
pose, has his own sources of in- 
spiration and his own ways of pro- 
ceeding; and since it is the book 
which brings me here, and it is the 
book, basically, that you are in- 
terested in, I thought I might tell 
you something about it before I 
return to the broader subject which 
engages us here tonight. 


The genesis of a novel, any 
novel, I suspect, lies in some one 
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insistent theme that arises out of 
the writer’s general observation, 
living and experience. - In the case 
of Advise and Consent that one 
theme was, of course, the Amer- 
ican democracy and how it oper- 
ates. 

One gradually arrives, after 
covering the government of the 
United States at its heart for six- 
teen years, at some sort of philos- 
ophy about Congress, about Amer- 
ica, and about the American peo: 
ple, in relation to themselves, to 
their times and to each other. 

There are some, I think in the 
minority, who have arrived at a 
philosophy of angry and ironic 
contempt. There are others. I hope 
in the majority, who have arrived 
at about what I have arrived at- 
a realization of America’s weak- 
nesses, an appreciation of her 
strengths, and a balance that 
comes down, even as it looks 
some quite hard facts in the eye, 
on the side of hope. 

I do not contend in this book, 
nor I think can any honest man 
contend, that this government or 
this country or this people are per 
fect; for they are not. On the 
other hand, neither do I accept the 
glib and too-ready appraisal of 
some native critics that they are 
completely imperfect; for they are 
not. They are human institutions 
and human beings, rather more 
idealistic and good-hearted and 
well-meaning than most on this 
globe, in my estimation; and while 
they are sometimes venal, some- 
times weak, sometimes shortsight- 
ed and sometimes corrupt, they 
also possess a fundamental dual- 
ity which permits them to be on 
other occasions, and sometimes 
at the very same time, noble and 
generous and forward-looking and 
kindly and decent and good. 

Their strengths, as their weak- 
nesses, it seems to me, are attribu- 















table entirely and exclusively to 
what they are, a free people of 
many backgrounds, living in a 
free country and doing what they 
please as they deem best. 

This is a very wonderful thing, 
and never has it been more won- 
derful than in this sick age when 
too many states and peoples are 
taking the coward's way out and 
abandoning the difficult method 
of freedom to place their lives and 
destinies in the hands of some one 
man or little group of men who 
will silence their doubts. and kill 
their freedom, and tell them what 
to do. 


This American duality, which 
I think the facts will support, is 
too much for some of our more vo- 
cal citizens and they spend their 
time and their energies nagging 
at the country’s shortcomings 
without ever once conceding, or 
indeed ever understanding, her 
strengths, Those of you who 
have read it are aware that there 
are in this book many somber 
things about America, for she is 
seen, I hope, through an honest 
glass; yet the end result, as I said 
before, comes down on the side of 
hope. To Bob Munson of Michi- 
gan, the Majority Leader, to whom 
I have given quite a few of my 
own thoughts to express. I have 
given this one too, as he sits in 
the Senate toward the end of the 
book, awaiting the final vote on 
Bob Leffingwell: 

“Surveying all these men, and 
thinking about them and about 
this old Senate which he had 
known so long and loved so much. 
the senior Senator from Michigan 
could not find it in his heart to be 
so concerned about his country, 
when all was said and done. The 
system had its problems, and it 
wasn't exactly perfect, and there 
was at times much to be desired, 
and yet—on balance, admitting 
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all its bad points and assesing all 
its good, there was a vigor and q 
vitality and a strength that noth. 
ing, he suspected, could ever quite 
overcome, however evil and cratty 
it might be. There was in this sys. 
tem the enormous vitality of free 
men, running their own govem- 
ment in their own way. If they 
were weak, at times, it was be. 
cause they had the freedom to be 
weak; if they were strong, upon 
occasion, it was because they had 
the freedom to be strong; if they 
were indomitable, when the chips 
were down, it was because free. 
dom made them so. He said q 
little prayer of thankfulness, sitting 
there at his desk in the United 
States Senate, to all the men and 
women back over the centuries 
who by their dreaming and their 
striving and their working and 
their dying had made it possible 
for their heirs to take with them 
into so dark and fearful a future 
so great and wonderful a gift and 
so strong and invincible an a 
mor.” 


It was something of this that | 
wished to express when, as I knew 
for some years I ultimately would, 
I got around to putting it in novel 
form. I came to the Senate for 
United Press in November of 1943 
and within five or six years ther 
began to stir the vague outlines 
a book. The framework for say- 
ing the things I was gradually 
concluding about America, abou! 
politics and about the America 
way of life and government, ap 
peared to be the Senate, which! 
knew best; and with the Senat 
some one of tne major battles the’ 
occupy that endlessly intriguin 
body as the seasons return in thet 
inexorable repetition and lesisl 


tive controversies do too, each q 


little different in outline but 0 
essentially the same in their basi 
pattern of determination, ambitiot 
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ltoaily bya process of olim- 
ination, ‘partly conscious but per- 
haps even more subconscious, ! 
found myself thinking increasing- 
ly in terms of a controversial nom- 
ination upon whose twists and 
turns and developments all else 
could: hang. - There have been a 
number of such in the past sixteen 
years, the nomination: of Henry 
Wallace ‘to be Secretary: of Com- 
merce, the nomination of Edward 
Stettinius to be Secretary of State, 
the nomination of David Lilienthal 
ts behead of the A.E.C., the -nom- 
ination of Chip Bohlen to -be Am- 
bassador to Russia; and more re- 
cently, although of course coming 
many months after I completed 
the novel last November. the nom- 
inations of Lewis Strauss and 
Clare -Boothe'-Liite. ©” 

At first the aim was rather nar- 
tow: to show to her own citizens 
and to the world, if I could, how 
America's system operates: to say, 
“This is how it is." The nomina- 
tion was to be made to an inde- 
pendent agency. say, or perhaps 
to an assistant secretaryship. The 
interest was to lie in the mechanics 
of government alone; the contro- 
versial nature of the man was to 
provide all the drama necessary. 
"This is how it is’ was to be 
enough both to state the problem 
and carry the reader. 

This is not, however, an easy 
age in which to concentrate, par- 
ticularly when you live at the heart 
of it: its terrors are too many and 
its fearful possibilities too great. 
Aside from a few fugitive scraps 
of dialogue and a few notes on 
climactic scenes, and a gnawing 
feeling inside that this was some- 
thing I must eventually do or suf- 
fer from the lack of it in ways that 
would sound a little precious ex- 
cept to other authors, time passed 
and very little got accomplished. 
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this book was going to be. 


Abruptly, however, in .1950, there 
came a sudden spasm of work for 
reasons I cannot now put my 
finger on exactly, and out of it 
came the first two chapters and. in 
the first four sentences, almost 
without conscious volition on my 
part, the final decision as to what 
Those 
sentences, which begin Advise 
and Consent, are as follows: 
"When -Bob Munson awoke in 
his apartment at the Sheraton Park 
Hotel at 7:31. in, the morning he 
had the. feeling it would be a bad 
day. The impression was _ con- 
firmed as soon as he got out of 
bed and brought in the Washing- 
ton Post and Times Herald. 
“PRESIDENT NAMES LEFFING- 
WELL SECRETARY. OF STATE.” 
the headline said. What Bob Mun- 
son said, in a tired tone of voice, 
was, ‘Oh, God damn’.” | 
After that, the pattern became 
clearer. Of course it should be a 
Secretary of State: there was the 
office upon which to hang not 
only the ‘This is how it is’ of the 
American government, but the 
“this is how it is’’ of the cold war, 
and of all: the other problems that 
beset a well-meaning land in an 
ill-meaning century. About these 
too I had acquired a good many 
opinions, and, understandably 
enough, I aimed to express them. 
My own working sub-title for the 
book—one of the few areas where 
I yielded to the importunings of 
my poor publishers, who preferred 
the more direct and banal. “A 
Novel of Washington Politics’’— 
was, "A Novel of the Western 
World.” The plan, the purpose, 
the general project began to take 
on a scope far beyond what I had 
originally intended; yet again 
there was a lapse, aside from a 
few more notes and casual jot- 
tings, for seven more years. 
Consciously, that is; subcon- 
sciously, many things were ap- 








‘parently going on, because by 
September of 1957, when a mutual 
friend set up an appointment for 
me with Ken McCormick, editor-in- 
chief of Doubleday, the book was 
evidently ready to roll, though I 
was not entirely aware ot it for 
several more weeks atter that. 

In response to Ken's interest, I 
sent him tne original two cnapters 
with a@ very sketchy outline of 
about seventy-five words ail told. 
He came right back with an otter 
of an advance and a contract. I 
said no, that 1 knew this was going 
to be a very long book and that | 
wanted to be sure I could carry it 
forward betore I committed my- 
self. We lett it at that tor the mo- 
ment and in October I started 
serious writing. By January l, 
1958, I had completed the 257 
manuscript pages ot Bob Munson's 
Book and sent them ott to Doubie- 
day. Ken quintupled his otter of 
an advance and again ottered me 
a contract. and being by then satis- 
fied that I could do it, I signed. 

From that point forward the 
novel progressed virtually with- 
out a hitch—certainly no major 
ones, at any time—to the day in 
November, 1958, when I sent off a 
telegram to New York that I had 
written the magic words. “The 
End." There were, for me, no 
strains in this writing and no really 
bothersome problems: my contract 
reads that the novel is to be 
finished by January 1, 1960, which 
is some indication of the speed 
and ease with which it went. I set 
myself a general quota of four to 
five thousand words a week, and 
for the first few weeks and months 
kept to it religiously until the mo- 
mentum began to carry me for- 
ward. After that I grew more 
casual about it; some weeks | 
made my quota, other weeks | 
slipped behind, other weeks I went 
far above. There were no blocks 
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and few worries; it wanted out, 
you might say, and it got out. 

In much the same fashion the 
plotting of individual episodes took 
care of itself. There are a great 
many things in the book that ] 
never knew were going to be 
there until they actually came out 
of the typewriter; midway the end- 
ing changed completely. The 
characters, in a very real sense, 
took over. My notes for a given 
chapter soon came to consist 
merely of names linked by a hy- 
phen—'’Brig-Orrin; President-Bob; 
Seab-Orrin; Bob-Dolly; Fred-Stan- 
ley,’ and so on. Within those 
meetings and conversations and 
telephone calls and discussions | 
knew the general outline of where 
I was and where I wanted to go; 
but the path was through a country 
whose discoveries and surprises | 
quite often did not anticipate. Yet 
incident by incident and link by 
link the structure built up, and 
from each new vantage-point the 
ultimate conclusion became more 
clear. Somewhere toward the end 
of Brig’s book I knew there re- 
mained only the getting of it onto 
paper; for all practical intents and 
purposes, the novel was accom- 
plished. 

But a novel, as I say. is nota 
finished act. The multitudinous 
and sometimes conflicting inter- 
pretations of the critics confirm for 
an author the observation he has 
already made on the basis of the 
reactions of those who have seen 
his product in its early stages. A 
book is in the mind of the reader, 
and each reader. brings to it his 
own ideas and his own emotions 
and hopes and fears and preju- 
dices, so that it becomes changed 
and transformed, sometimes into 
shapes that quite surprise the avu- 
thor. 

The book takes on its own life, 
becomes a thing apart; and even 
as it is changing your life, you re 
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glize that it is living an ever- 
widening life of its own that will 
afect many minds and many 
hearts unknown to you, growing 
far beyond words typed on paper 
purchased at the Senate Stationery 
Store, in a house on the banks of 
the Potomac River. 

It is in the spontaneous letters 
of readers around the country, as 
I said at the outset, in which this 
fact is brought home to you most 
forcefully; and it is in them that 
you hear the authentic voice of 
the country speaking. It is a 
troubled voice, an uneasy voice. a 
voice uncertain and bewildered by 
the challenge of great events; yet 
from it you get the feeling that the 
heart of the country is still good 
and that its people, if they can but 
be given a minimum of effective 
leadership to show them the way, 
are of a strength sufficient to meet 
whatever may be required of 
them. 


Constantly recurring throughout 
these communications, as I noted, 
are the words “heartened and en- 
couraged,” and they express a 
feeling that the heritage of Ameri- 
ca is still sound, that it is still the 
source of the nation’s hope and 
strength; that the present, if you 
like, should indeed be built upon 
the past, and that only by such a 
careful building can the structure 
be kept in shape and fit to with- 
stand the howling tempests of the 
times. } 

These are the ways of Ameri- 
can government, American poli- 
tics and American society which 
you have shown them; and with 
a pleased recognition they tell you 
they are glad to see them, to know 
that they are still there, to feel that 
they are, for all their sometime 
weaknesses and shortcomings, still 
sound. The letters indicate that 
the country is hungry for affirma- 
tion in its literature, that readers 


are pleased to come across a 
writer once.again who says. "Yes. 
this land has its faults, but let us 
not forget its greatness.” 

They are grateful for that, and 
the warmth of the gratitude is the 
measure of how much they have 
hungered for it, and how much it 
has been lacking in recent Ameri- 
can writing. 

I do not mean by this, of course 
that there is a requirement upon 
anyone to approach the nation in 
a mood of Pollyanna; God knows 
she has her faults, and much use- 
ful purpose can be served by ex- 
posing them. But it should be 
done, I submit, with judgment and 
with balance and with common- 
sense. it should be done, if you 
please, with maturity. And ma- 
turity, I suggest, has been sadly 
lacking from American literature 
for quite a long while. 


No one is calling for rose-colorea 
glasses or the rose-colored treat- 
ment. This is not a nation or a 
society which needs to be gilded 
to bring out their strong points; 
paint them as they are and the 
strengths shine through, for they 
are there. A candid view and a 
fair appraisal are sufficient to the 
task of restoring the country’s 
faith in itself; and in one author's 
mail, at least, there is ample evi 
dence that the restoration is great 
ly desired by the nation’s people 

So we come, finally, and they 
too have a bearing upon your 
theme, it seems to me, to those 
queries with which an author is 
often faced, "What kind of a 
writer do you want to be?’ and 
“What do you want to accomplis} 
with your writing?” For this writer 
and I would hope for a good 
many others, the answers are 
fairly clear. 

The kind of writer I would like 
to be is the kind of writer who 
says something a little valid abou! 
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the human experience, insofar as 
it is given him to see it, and who 
illuminates also something of his 
time so that his contempories and 
those who come after may find 
their understanding a little better 
for what he has done. If I can do 
those two things, I shall be quite 
content. 


As for the allied pomposity of, 
“What do you want to accomplish 
with your writing?’’ there too, | 
think, the answer is plain. 

And that is to say a little some- 
thing honest, in a phony time, 
about a country who needs all our 
understanding and all our help 
and all our love if she is to come 
safely through the fearful perils 
which beset her. 


We live, it seems to me, in an 
era in which America seems to 
have gotten lost from herself, 
somehow, hidden away and sub- 
merged and obscured by the more 
clamorous of her clever, clever 
citizens. The false coin of her de- 
tractors has its other side in the 
false coin of her adulators. They 
have given us an era in which 
slogans are substituted for real- 
ity, in which false values have 
behind them all the force of organ- 
ized advertising and promotion, 
in which an unfounded optimism 
is offered as a counterfeit for sober 
bravery; in which everything is 
slightly out of focus, so that noth- 
ing shows clear and it is hard to 
remember and recapture and hold 
fast to the things that make our 
Republic. and us as a people, 
what we once were and should be 
again, a beacon for mankind. 

It is an era, to reduce it to ab- 
surdities which are not, unfortu- 
nately. as completely absurd as 
they should be, in which the folk- 
tunes of a nation celebrate its 
premium beer and its acid: indi- 
gestion; the virile chanteys of its 
stalwart men pay tribute to ciga- 
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rettes and automobiles; and the 
golden mean of its society is sum- 
med up by Fortune Magazine, 
which knows about such things, 
as "the creative conformist.” 
Somehow under all this phoni- 
ness, God knows, there still live 
a great nation and a great people; 
and it is to them that I, and 
1 would hope most thoughtful 
writers, should like to be true in 
whatever I may write. For I sus. 
pect that when the last television 
program is snapped off, the last 
urgent advertisement is laid aside, 
and the last hearty admonition 
from the hidden and not-so-hidden 
persuaders dies out upon the quiv- 
ering air, the great majority of us 
in this country are still creative 
non-conformists -—— skeptical and 
down-to-earth and, for the most 
part, level-headed; quite confused 
by what we face and sometimes 
quite scared by it, but on the 
whole valiant and sound, pos 
sessed of a goodly land and a 
heritage that warrants hope. 
Beneath the mush and the or 
ganized hogwash, beneath the 
phony pretensions and the phony 
attitudes and the phony hopes 
with which too many in influen- 
tial position try to hide from the 
problems of our world instead of 
facing up to them honestly and 
unafraid, there is still, I think, a 
great vigor and a great vitality 
and a great decency and a greai 
courage, both of purpose and, 
quite often, of achievement. 


It is this essentially that I, and 
I would hope an increasing num- 
ber of my fellow authors, should 
like to record, in whatever ways 
I may have the ability, when dll 
else is said and done—that here 
is a Republic, not perfect, yet with 
great decencies; not infallible, ye 
with great strengths; not all-know- 
ing, yet with a kind intention and 
a brave heart. 
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] should like to so write about 
America that my contemporaries 
can say: ‘Yes, we see ourselves”; 
and in a latter day if men happen 
to come across it, they may say 
to one another, ‘This is how it 
was—in that country—in that 
time.” 

I find, in the response I am re- 
ceiving to Advise and Consent, a 
great need for this among the 
American people. I think per- 
haps it may herald the beginning 
of a new approach to the country 
on the part of at least some of her 
writers. I would hope so, certain- 
ly, for she has troubles enough 
without the added burden of 
attacks by her own. 

America does not need the rose- 
colored approach; she needs only 
the honest approach. Given that, 
it seems to me, there need be no 
fears for her future. 


White House Conference 
for Children and Youth 


The Golden Anniversay of the White 
House Conference on Children and Youth 
will be held in Washington, D. C. March 
27—April 2, 1960. This is the 6th con- 
ference concerned with children and youth 
and its purpose in 1960 is ‘‘to promote op- 
portunities for children and youth to re- 
alize their full potential for a creative life 
in freedom and dignity.” 

Seven thousand delegates will attend 
with 136 in the Pennsylania delegation. 
Fourteen percent of the delegates will be 
young people and 500 will be international 
guests. 

The Governor's Committee on Children 
and Youth which has been operating since 
1949 is the central committee to prepare 
for the White House Conference. Robert C. 
Taber of the Philadelphia School District 
is general chairman and several meetings 
have been held to which representatives 
from state organizations and other in- 
terested individuals have been invited. 

The Governor's Coordinating Committee 
met in Harrisburg on July 13, 1959 with 
representatives from 87 state organizations, 
coordinators from the 67 counties and in- 
dividuals interested in children and youth. 

The basic work for the conference will 
be done through county committees com- 
posed of representatives from all areas in 
the community with the county coordina- 


tor reporting to the Governor's Coordinat- 
ing Committee. The county committee will 
recommend major areas of concern for the 
conference deliberations and will collect 
facts on research and surveys that have 
been done in the area of children and 
youth. You should contact your county co- 
ordinator as soon as he is announced and 
offer your services. 

The Children’s Book Council has asked 
the Children's Services Division of the 
American Library Association to compile 
a list of books, studies and articles about 
children’s books and children’s reading 
which the Council will submit to the 
White House Conference on Children and 
Youth as its contribution. Dorothy Brode- 
rick, formerly children’s librarian at Hicks- 
ville, Long island, will prepare this list. 

Librarians will be asked to serve on the 
county committees and should welcome 
this opportunity to help prepare materials 
for this very worthwhile conference on the 
needs of our youth and of our resources. 

Agnes Krarup, Director of School Library 
Service in the Public Schools in Pittsburgh, 
is ALA representative to the Council on 
Organizations for the White House Con- 
ference. Since I am PLA representative on 
the State Committee, people at either end 
of the state can contact us for further in- 
formation. As material comes to me, I will 
pass it on to the. chapter chairman and 
hope that they will discuss the Conference 
at the chapter meetings. 

Mrs. Carolyn W. Field 
PLA Representative 


Four County Library Club 


Beaver Memorial Library will be host 
to the Four County Library Club on Octo- 
ber 29. Norman S. Faulk, Solicitor of 
Beaver Memorial Library, will speak on 
highlights of the history of Beaver County 
and Keith Doms will speak on “Monument 
or Marketplace”. Officers for 1959-60 
are: President—Mrs. Herbert Beighley, 
Trustee of Butler County Travelling Li- 
brary; Vice-President—Helen Roux, Farrell 
Public Library; Secretary-Treasurer—Mrs. 
Edith C. Cressler, Beaver Memorial Li 
brary; Director—Mrs. Alfred Lago, Besse 
mer Public Library. 
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Executive Board Meeting 


The Executive Board held its Fall meeting 


at the Harrisburg Public Library on Friday, 


November 20, 1959. The president, Donald 
Riechmann, called the meeting to order 
at 10:30 a. m. 

The treasurer, Joseph Myers, reported 
that, although it is impossible to accurately 
predict income for the next year under the 
new dues scale, he anticipated it would 
prevent deficit budgeting in the future. The 
treasurer's budget of $11,867 was accepted, 
subject to revision at the Spring Board 
Meeting. 

The Committee on Education and Cer- 
tification is working on standards for cert- 
ification so that PLA will be ready to co- 
operate when the State Law is passed. 
The Committee is preparing a report for 
presentation to the membership. 

The Library Development Committee will 
teexamine our legislative program, as 
well as our methods. Getting our legis- 
lation passed is not an impossible task, 
but libraries and local organizations often 
lack the necessary information about the 
legislation. 

It was moved that Mrs. Jane Eaton be 
appointed Executive Secretary as of Dec- 
cember 1, 1959, at the hourly rate of $1.25. 
This was approved. 

To increase membership in PLA it was 
suggested that employers urge all librar- 
ians to join PLA when asking them to join 
the Blue Cross and other organizations. 

Donald Riechmann suggested that PLA 
contribute its U. S. Savings Bond, Series J, 
amounting to $759 to the ALA Headquarters 
Building Fund. The Bond was purchased 
from surplus funds presented to the Asso- 
ciation by the Local Committee for the ALA 
Philadelphia Conference. It was moved 
that PLA pledge the amount of the bond 
to be turned over to ALA when needed; 
meantime, providing funds from other sur- 
plus should it become available. This was 
approved. The Board instructed Ralph 
McComb, ALA Councilor, to express our 
disapproval of plaques in the new Head- 
quarters building because of cost and ap- 
pearance. 

Since many people attend the annual 
conference and do not register, PLA is con- 
sidering monitoring meetings. Daily regis- 
tration fee will remain at $1.00. Keith 
Doms is to survey what other associations 
charge exhibitors so that our exhibit fees 
can be reconsidered. 


Mrs. Carolyn Field, Member-at-Large 
moved that PLA appropriate $25 to the 
Pennsylvania Committee for the White 


House ‘Conference for Children and Youth 
which will be held March 2—April 2 in 
Washington, D.C. This contribution, with 
that from other organizations, will pay the 
expenses:‘of 20 young people attending the 
Conference from Pennsylvania. There will 
be 136 official representatives from the 
state and they are receiving no financial 
assistance from the Committee. Agnes 
Krarup and Mrs. Field will represent ALA. 

Donald Riechmann was authorized to 
appoint a site committee for the 1961 Con- 
ference with power to act subject to the ap- 
proval of ‘the president or vice-president. 

PLA has been invited to have two repre- 
sentatives: on state committees appointed 
by the Department of Internal Affairs, 
which have advisory responsibility for 
documents and their distribution. Possibly 
a check-list of documents can be compiled 
similar to those in some of the other states. 

Closer cooperation with PSEA will be 
considered with the possible formation of a 
joint PLA-PSEA Committee. 

Most committees have been appointed 
and will be published in the Winter issue 
of the Bulletin. 

The Spring Meeting of the Executive 
Board will be held April 22, 1960, at the 
Harrisburg Public Library. The meeting 
was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 





Colonial 
Book 
Service 


Specialists in supplying the 
out-of-print books as listed 
in all Library Indices 
(Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; 
Standard; Fiction; Biogra- 
phy; Lamont Catalogue; 
Speech, etc. .. .) 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 














LIBRARY STAFF CHANGE MADE NEW DUES SCHEDULE 


At the PLA business meeting October 2, 
Miss Mildred K. Spangler, head reference 1959, the membership approved the follow. 
librarian at the Harrisburg Public Library, ing dues schedule. The new rates took 
has been appointed assistant librarian, effect immediately upon approval. Mem. 
: ac bers who pay dues on the basis of the 
effective Dec. 1. She will succeed George snerceded schedule will be billed for the 
F. Harrell, who has resigned effective that difference between the new rate and the 
date. old. 
In making the announcement, Daniel H. Individual dues 


Sal R 
Healey, director, said Miss Spangler will age 1,999 
be in charge of the operations at the main 2,000.00 to 2,999.00 
library at Front and Walnut Sts. 3,000.00 to 4,999.00 
Miss Spangler, a native of Mechanics- 5,000.00 to 6,999.00 


7,000.00 to 8,999.00 
burg, was graduated from Goucher Col- 9,000.00 and over 


lege, Baltimore, and has her library degree Trustees and other 
from the Library School of Pratt Institute, interested individuals - 
Brooklyn. She has been employed at the Institutional dues 
local library since the mid-thirties. Library income 
$15,000 or less 
15,001 to $0,000 
50,001 to 75,000 
75,001 and over en 
Branches and departments of 
member institution 
Bulletin subscriptions 
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BOUND SHIPPING Now in its third printing, “A Stitch 
TO PLEASE CARTONS in Time”, an authentic history 
of binding—yours for the asking. 
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The table you see is Sjéstrém's latest 

library innovation...the “wrap-around” 

table. So named because the VICON top 

wraps right around the edges as shown. VICON is 
resilient—makes a superb writing surface, bounces back when 
banged. It won't glare at you even in intense light. 

It's so tough you can walk on it but never, never would. 
Because it’s beautiful. “"Wrap-around” tables can 


be rectangular, in various sizes, or triangular as shown. Details 
Give groupings 


on this and other library units are waiting for your query. an idferee)- sik 


how f Ye In Pennsylvania contact 


MV C. OM. EICHENLAUB CO. 
Since 1900 
PHILADELPHIA « 1445 CITY LINE AVE. « TRinity 8-3540 


SJOSTROM USA PITTSBURGH « ROCKWOOD AVE., FOREST HILLS « BRandywine 1-8346 


HARRISBURG « 1718 NORTH SECOND ST. « CEdar 3-6721 
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Graduate Assistantships 


The University of Florida Libraries is 
offering three graduate assistantships in 
the academic year 1960-61 for study lead- 
ing to a master’s or doctoral degree in a 
subject field other than library science. 
Graduate assistants work approximately 
15 hours per week, assisting in biblio- 
graphical research or library administra- 
tion. 

Stipend is $1,700 for a nine-month period 
and holders 


from out-of-state tuition fees. 


of assistantships are exempt 
The deadline 
for filing formal application is March 31, 
1960. 

Applications should be made to: 
tor of Libraries, 


Direc- 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida. 
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BOUND. 10. STAY-BOUND 
PREBOUND BOOKS 


If there are any books which can give 
more usage and circulation than ‘'Bound- 
to-Stay-Bound"’ Prebound Books, we'd like 
to know about them. . . . Forty years — 
always studying, ever improving, constantly 
comparing and continually testing the 
products of our craftsmanship have pro- 
duced what we consider the finest, longest 
wearing book in the history of civilization 


— and we challenge — in a spirit of fair 
competition — any manufacturer to better 
its quality. 


An interesting series of literature cover- 
ing the subject of ‘'Bound-to-Stay-Bound”’ 
Prebound Books has been prepared. It con- 
tains information of value to every librar- 
ian interested in budget conservation. Send 
for yours today. 


NEW MET WOT of Zindy tne 


No or 
“QOUND.TO-STAY-BOUND' PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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Promotion Aids For 
1960 National Library Week 


A free descriptive brochure listing 1969 
National Library Week promotion aids and 
containing an order form, with a complete 
list of prices, is available from National 
Library Week headquarters. The promo. 
tion aids will be available early in Jan- 
uary, and are planned to include: 

1. A six-color poster, 17" x 22”, also avail- 
able as an 8” x 10” counter card with 
easel back, and themed to “Open Won- 
derful New Worlds—Wake Up and 
Read”. 

. A multi-color streamer, 9¥2"’ x 36", in- 
corporating the theme and colors of the 
poster. 

. Four-color book marks, 2" x 6-3/4", 

continuing the color and theme of the 

poster. 

Table Tents, 3" x 5” in poster colors, 

incorporating both the eagle symbol and 

poster theme. 

. Place mat, of standard size and weight, 

in two colors, illustrated by gay line 

drawings related to a variety of reading 
themes. 

A multi-piece, brilliantly colored mobile, 

carrying out the "Open Wonderful New 

Worlds” theme, suitable for use in class- 

rooms, church and community centers, 

libraries, window displays, shops, etc. 

. A single sheet mat, offering a wide 
variety of materials—including the eagle 
symbol, poster emblem, line-drawings, 
NLW slogans, dates—adaptable for ad- 
vertising fillers or drop-ins, reproduction 
in bulletins, publications, etc. 

. Newly revised and expanded "Organi- 
zation Handbook”, a 56-page manual 
of ideas, suggestions, successful NLW 
“case-histories”, etc. for use by local and 
state committees, librarians, church and 
civic groups, citizen members of com- 
mittees, teachers, business and _ labor 
organizations. 

To obtain this free folder—listing prices 

for the above—write today to: Promotion 

Aids Folder, National Library Week, 24 

West 40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 
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PLA Membership 


How many libraries can boast of 100 per 
cent membership of their staff or board 
members in PLA? 

The Reading Public Library has had 100 
per cent membership in PLA of both staff 
and board members for years. The library 
and entire staff have been members since 
1931 and all members of the Board of 
Trustees, including the Mayor, since 1949. 
Can other libraries match this record? 

The Bulletin will publish names of “100 
per cent libraries”. 
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The Challenge To Trustees* 


Welcome to you as Trustees of 
the libraries of Pennsylvania. By 
your attendance, you show your 
interest in the cause of libraries. 
but probably and understandably 
your greatest interest is in your 
local library. It is our hope that 
out of this meeting you can carry 
some thoughts that will aid you in 
improving the library services to 
your community. You thereby will 
improve the State’s service since 
that is the sum of good commu- 
nity services. 

Now many library boards are 
lethargic and this condition may 
have persisted for years. There 
has been too much thought of 
honor and too little thought of 
duty and responsibility by trus- 
lees in accepting their appoint- 
ments. Most heartening is the 
change that is taking place in our 
thinking in Pennsylvania. Last 
spring over 300 trustees attended 
the Governor's Conference in Har- 
tisburg to learn of the Pennsylva- 
nia Library Plan and what they 
could do to promote it. We shall 
hear more of this today. The li 
braries you represent are each for 
tunate in having at least one trus- 
tee who is concerned and respon- 
sible. Now one trustee on a board 
can mobilize action and give im- 
petus and life to a program. A 
share of his enthusiasm he will 
transmit to other members of his 
Board which then finds itself on 
the side of interest and participa- 
tion rather than in the rut of drift 
and delay. 

Every community wishes to be 
known as a city, a town, a village 

* Address given by William R. Oliver, 


Chairman of Trustee Section, at PLA Con- 
ference, York, October 3. 
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of excellence. The best instru- 
ments of measure of the quality of 
a town are its educational and 
library facilities. And the library 
does not merely follow or abet the 
teaching program. Bernard Id- 
dings Bell in his Crowd Culture 
writes that one of the charges 
against the modern school is that 
there is too little insistance upon 
achievement. This thought spurs 
one to the conclusion that tnere 
can be no real educational ac- 
complishment unless the student 
has books available and makes 
use of them. The attainment of an 
education is an individual per- 
formance, the result of wilful soli 
tary endeavor and not of together 
ness. A publication of our own 
state library states that ‘The com- 
mon element in public library serv- 
ice is that it deals with the in- 
dividual seeking knowledge on his 
own initiative’. 

I recently heard the representa 
tive of a university reply to a 
father anxious about his son's 
ability to enter the college of his 
choice. The father had asked 
what the boy should do and the 
answer was “read, read. read’. | 
believe one of the most effective 
ways to secure support for our li 
brary program is to point out to 
the mothers and fathers that lack 
of library facilities handicaps their 
children in the struggle to achieve 
and to compete for college admis- 
sion. If the next town has a good 
library, its children have an al- 
most insurmountable advantage. 

Librarians by nature are not so 
aggressive as the educators. They 
have been content to accept sec- 
ondary roles in the creation of ma- 
ture citizens out of the ever-recur- 








ring generations of youth. They 
have accepted the allegation thai 
the library is an instrument, an ac- 
cessory of education. Such a 
statement was made at the Gover- 
nor's Conference whereupon I re- 
plied that the library is the strong 
right arm of education. In the suc- 
ceeding months I have become 
convinced that the library and its 
contents are the heart and life- 
blood of the educational process. 
It is a true anomaly that at the col- 
lege level professors keep constant 
pressure on the library to increase 
collections in their particular fields, 
whereas at the secondary levels 
of the public schools, the educa- 
tors have become so mesmerized 
by professional dogma and meth- 
odology that most of them have 
lost sight of the library. Most of 
those connected with library work 
have been too polite or not suffi- 
ciently convinced that their cause 
is the highest to fight back. 


The time has arrived, the next 
two years are critical—all li- 
brarians and trustees in the State 
must become increasingly aggres- 
sive. It can be fun to give the 
book-indifferent professional edu- 
cational hierarchy a challenging 
run for the money, particularly so 
when we know our cause is for the 
right. You library trustees who 
have taken upon yourselves the 
burden of active service are the 
greatest patriots of your cities and 
towns. Unless you succeed, the 
future of your community is ques- 
tionable. I wish you God speed. 


a * * * a 
s 
‘The library is one of the determinates in 
the future success and health of its com- 
munity.""—Francis A. Pitkin, Executive Di- 
rector, Pennsylvania State Planning Board. 


a aK * * XK 


"Collecting publications of your local 
government gives you a chance to talk to 
your local officials.’"—Mrs. Herbert Frank- 
enfield, Chairman, Legislative Committee. 
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Trustees Section‘ 


An attendance of sixty at both 
the morning and luncheon meet 
ing on October 3 greatly en- 
couraged both the past cnairman 
and his successor, Mr. Duane 
Wilder of Irvine. Mr. Wilder trans- 
mitted to the audience his en- 
thusiasm for the library cause and 
left no doubt that he intended to 
advance it most vigorously. 

Dr. Gustave Landt of Norristown, 
chairman of the membersnip com- 
mittee of the AALT in Pennsylva. 
nia, requested the trustees to join 
both the State and National or 
ganizations. The need for trus- 
tees’ support of the legislative pro- 
gram in Pennsylvania is pare 
mount and can be strengthened 
by increasing the membership of 
both the State and National Asso- 
ciations. 

Mr. Roger H. McDonough. Direc- 
tor, Division of State Library, Ar 
chives and History, Trenton. New 
Jersey, was the principal speaker 
at the morning meeting. He asked 
the trustees not to be discouraged 
by recent defeats in Harrisburg 
and advocated that they adopt a 
more aggressive program and at 
the same time secure increased ar- 
ticulate support in their own com- 
munities. Much interest in Mr. Mc- 
Donough’'s talk was shown and 
there were many subsequent ques- 
tions and remarks. The discussion 
was led by Mr. Riechmann and 
Mr. Blasingame. Miss Krettek, 
ALA Washington Office, cheered 
the trustees by referring to a re 
cent publication of the National 
Education Association in which 
the value of libraries was em- 
phasized as a necessary pillar of 
the educational program. 

The luncheon was addressed by 
Mr. Charles M. Stotz, architect and 


*Summary prepared by William R. 
Oliver, Chairman, Trustee Section. 
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historian, of Pittsburgh. Mr. Stotz 

described his experience in li- 

praries in Europe and America as 
he searched for material on Penn- 
sylvania’s colonial history. He 
emphasized that each library in 
the State could be unique by ac- 
quiring and preserving local rec- 
ords and material. 

Several trustees remarked that 
this meeting of the Trustees Sec- 
tion was the most successful in its 
history and called attention to the 
great increase in attendance 
above the four trustees at the Bed- 
ford meeting two years ago. 


Pre-Conference Day at the 
Pennsylvania State Library 
September 30, 1959 


The Pennsylvania State Library 
was host to some sixty members of 
the Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion at a Pre-Conference Day Ses- 
sion on September 30, 1959. Penn- 
sylvania Library Association visi- 
tors on their way to the York Con- 
ference had an opportunity to 
meet informally with members of 
the State Library staff and to learn 
of the Library's services and re- 
sources during conducted tours. 

Special exhibits included Ephra- 
ta Imprints to 1800, a selection of 
Pennsylvania-German newspapers 
and publishers, a display of De- 
partmental State Publications, a 
documentary history of the pro- 
posed library development plan, 
and the State Library’s newest ac- 
quisition—one of the two book- 
mobiles purchased under the Fed- 
eral Library Services Act program. 

At a Speaker's Session, Dr. Don- 
ald H. Kent, of the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Comission, 
discussed research materials of 
the Commission. Dr. Charles H. 
Boehm. Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, delivered the welcom- 
ing addrese 
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An interesting sidelight was a 
brief visit in the Senate Chambers, 
where the group was introduced to 
the Senate as representatives of 
PLA, which has been actively pro- 
moting current library legislation. 


Meeting of CYPSL at 
York, Pa. — October 3, 1959* 


The CYPSL Section of PLA was 
fortunate this year in having three 
authors and two folk singers at its 
meetings. In the morning Miss Lu- 
cille Wallower, author and illustra- 
tor, told of her experiences in li- 
braries and of the ways in which 
she came to write some of her 
Pennsylvania books. Next, Mr. 
Donald Cooke discussed Pennsy]l- 
vania illustrators, providing a de- 
lightful personal view of the sub- 
ject. 

At luncheon the speaker was 
Mrs. Virginia Sorensen, winner of 
the 1957 Newbery Award. She 
showed us how experiences that 
had come to her as a young 
writer in high school and college 
had profoundly influenced her 
thinking. The program was con- 
cluded by Joe and Penny Aronson, 
folksong specialists, who sang for 
us songs of Spain, the West Indies, 
and then of Pennsylvania. Their 
comments made their singing even 
more charming. 

Altogether, the three authors 
and two singers provided a most 
delightful and inspiring program 
for the many librarians who at- 
tended. 

* Summary prepared by Bertha Bailey, 


Supervisor of Schoo! Libraries, Pittsburgh 
Public Schools. 


The Magic of Poetry 


The Magic of Poetry. an attractive biblio 
graphy of poetry for children, is available 
from the Office of Work with Children, Free 
Library of Philadelphia, Logan Circle, Phil- 
adelphia 3. Please send a self-addressed 
stamped (4c) envelope 











PLA Distinguished Service Award* 


Mr. President, 
guests, friends. 

At a meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Association held in 
Pittsburgh last April, the President 
was directed to appoint a com- 
mittee to consider the establish- 
ment of an award by the Associa- 
tion for distinguished service con- 
tributing to the betterment of li- 
brary service and librarianship in 
Pennsylvania. Subsequently Mr. 
Richard Caverly, Director of the 
Scranton Public Library, accepted 
chairmanship of a committee for 
this purpose which also included 
Miss Katherine Shorey of our host 
library, Miss Helen Hutchinson, 
Deputy Director of the Free Li- 
bary of Philadelphia, Mrs. Georgia 
Coyle of the Warren Public Library 
and Mr. Donald Riechmann. The 
committee met in mid-summer and 
after careful extended deliberation 
decided that a single award for 
distinguished service to Pennsyl- 
vania libraries should be made 
annually by the Association. Your 
Executive Board has unanimously 
approved the report of this com- 
mittee. The committee also de- 
cided to whom this first award 
should be given, and the Execu- 
tive Board wholeheartedly con- 
curred with this, as I know you 
will also. 


It seems appropriate to para- 
phrase some famous words that 
were said nearby-People will little 
note nor long remember what we 
say and do here tonight, but Penn- 
sylvania libraries and librarians 
will not forget what Dr. Ralph 


*Presentation made by Daniel Healey 
at the PLA Conference Annual Banquet, 
York, October 2. 


distinguished 


Munn has contributed to the li- 
brary movement in this State. | 
could spend a great deal of time 
this evening telling you about his 
accomplishments as a librarian, 
but I am sure these are too well 
known to you for me to repeat 
them. I will not recount his four 
academic degrees, his service as 
President of the PLA and as Presi- 
dent of the ALA, his library mis- 
sions abroad for the Carnegie Cor- 
poration in Australia and New 
Zealand, for the State Department 
in South America, or more recent 
ly as a delegate to the UNESCO 
Library Seminar in Sweden. 

Finally, I hope you will pardon 
my triteness in reminding you of 
the old saw, “The prophet is not 
without honor save in his own 
country”. Dr. Munn, by his li 
brary and civic activities and 
honors in Pittsburgh is the excep- 
tion that proves this rule. I cite 
you only this one evidence of his 
stature there. Within the _ last 
couple of weeks he and Mrs. 
Munn had lunch with Nikita 
Krushchev. 

Dr. Munn, it is my pleasure and 
honor to present to you on behalf 
of the Pennsylvania Library As- 
sociation, this first award for dis: 
tinguished service to libraries and 
librarianship in Pennsylvania. 

* * * * * 

In accepting the award Mr. 
Munn said that it might more prop- 
erly have been made to Ralph 
Munn and the trustees and staff o! 
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 


National Library Week, April 


3-9. 1960. 
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The Importance 


Dr. Francis A. Pitkin, Executive 
Director, Pennsylvania State Plan- 
ning Board, was the principal 
speaker at the opening meeting 
sponsored by the Public Libraries 
Section, Thursday. October 1. His 
topic was, “The Importance of 
Planning and Self Study by Li- 
braries.”’ 

Dr. Pitkin has long been identi- 
fied with libraries. He is currently 
serving as President, Board of 
Trustees, Harrisburg Public Li- 
braries. Highlights from his ad- 
dress follow: 


* * * * 


Depending on one’s point of 
view, things like the pre-occupa- 
tion with day to day problems 
might be considered as one of the 
“chief foes of librarians’. As a re- 
sult, long range planning and self 
study are essential. 


* * ak * 


Population growth is a key to 
planning of all kinds. As an il- 
lustration, the U. S. population is 
now 179.6 million. One new citi- 
zen is added every eleven sec- 
onds. Ninety-seven per cent of 
the growth is in urban areas, 

. the metropolitan population 
will double in the next two dec- 
ades. Pennsylvania's gain since 
1950 has been 5.7 per cent; the na- 
tion's 15 per cent. 

x x * *k ok 


Industry wants to go where 
families will be happy. This 
means that the community service 
picture can be either an asset or a 
liability. Strong library service 
Plays a significant role in this re- 
spect. 


= 
a Summary prepared by Keith Doms, As- 
sistant Director, Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
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of Planning’ 


Eighteen Pennsylvania counties 
lost population during the last ten 
years ... only seven have gained 
more than the national average. 
Harrisburg, Pittsburgh. Lancaster 
and Bucks County are major 
growth areas. 

* * oa * * 

There is always a lag in trying 
to install services where growth is 
taking place. Harrisburg is an ex- 
ample of a relatively common 
situation where the city popula- 
tion is shrinking and the county 
population is growing. 

* * a a a 

There is a great deal of plan- 
ning going on. Some is excellent, 
some very poor, depending upon 
the intelligence and imagination 
applied. 

* a * a * 

Many instances can be found 
where mutual interests in planning 
apply, though because of its small 
expenditure the library is fre- 
quently overlooked. The interests 
of libraries should be recognized 
by planners and librarians. Li- 
brary officials must take the initia 
tive in seeing that they are. 

Effective planning organizations 
constantly study trends and land 
use problems. Land use plans can 
atect the location of a library 
building as well as determine the 
character of a community. 

* * * #* * 

This question must be asked: 
Does your planning agency recog- 
nize the library along with schools 
and other facilities? 


PATRONIZE 
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The State Legislative Program* 


The County Libraries section met 
in the Ballroom of the Yorktowne 
Hotel at 2:00 P.M., Friday, October 
2, to discuss ‘The State Legisla- 
tive Program”. The Chairman for 
the: session was Mr. Kenneth 
Brown, Allegheny County Library, 
and the panel members were in- 
troduced by Mrs. Mary Wilson, of 
the Adams County Library. Panel 
members included Miss Agnes 
Krarup, Mrs. Pearl Frankenfield, 
Mrs. Georgia Coyle, Miss Ger- 
maine Krettek, and Mr. Ralph Blas- 
ingame, Jr. 

Miss Krarup, Chairman of the 
Library Development Committee. 
served as panel moderator and re- 
viewed the major activities of the 
PLA Legislative Committee from 
the passage of the County Aid Bill 
to date. 

Mrs. Georgia Coyle reported on 
the activities of the Information 
sub-committee. The work of this 
group included the selection of at 
least one person in each district 
through whom all _ information 
could be channeled and the set- 
ting up of a speaker's bureau in 
each district. 

Mrs. Frankenfield, Chairman of 
the Legislative Sub-Committee, dis- 
cussed the topics, ‘What is lobby- 
ing” and “why lobby”. She em- 
phasized the need of approaching 
each legislator individually and 
answering promptly any questions 
he might have. She felt that. even 
if no bills were passed this ses- 
sion, we have at least made many 
legislators aware of the library 
problem and that some of them 
have become real friends of li- 
braries. 


*Summary prepared by Lois Walls, State 
Library Field Representative. 
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Mr. Blasingame said that Penn. 
sylvania libraries have really 
moved very fast during the last 
couple years, although we have 
only made a start in dealing with 
the Legislature. This is partially 
due to the fact that we have not 
had the know-how of legislative 
process and that many librarians 
and trustees have been afraid of 
becoming involved in politics. We 
should not be discouraged, but 
should continue to explain locally 
why libraries are important and 
to seek out groups who should be 
or are interested in libraries. He 
also explained that there is at 
present $569,000 in Library Serv- 
ices Act money, which Pennsylva- 
nia could claim. $227,000 must be 
claimed and expended before June 
30, 1960 or it will be lost to the 
State. Another $340,000 must be 
claimed by June 30, 1961. Pennsy)- 
vania cannot make proper prog- 
ress without Federal aid, and Fed- 
eral funds cannot be claimed with- 
out an adequate State appropric 
tion. Pennsylvania is really hold 
ing back the Federal Library pro- 
gram, for Congress is not likely to 
allot additional funds, if the pres- 
ent appropriation is not used. 

Miss Germaine Krettek from the 
ALA Washington Office, reported 
that many other states are in 
terested in Pennsylvania's plan. 
At the present time there is a 
strong feeling for the need of 
greater educational development 
throughout the country. Libraries 
have an important place in this 
development. but they must under 
stand their role and be prepared to 
play it. To date libraries have not 
been considered to be educational 
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institutions, but a bill pending in 
Congress recognizes them as such 
and will make them eligible to 
claim surplus personal properties. 
Another bill pending proposes the 
formation of a commission to 
study libraries in metropolitan 


areas throughout the U. S. It is 
important to keep libraries before 
Congress. State Aid for libraries 
has increased 50 percent since the 
Library Services Act was passed. 

A question and answer period 
followed. 


Inventory and Preservation 
of Research Material* 


The session on inventory and 
preservation of research materials 
proved to be highly successful. A 
panel led by Protessor Pnilip 5. 
Klein of Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity discussed the problem of 
the preservation of the research 
materials ot Pennsylvania history, 
particularly newspapers. Dr. Klein 
looked at the problem from the 
scholars’ point of view and was 
followed by Dr. S. W. Higginbot- 
ham, Director of the Bureau of Re- 
search, Pennsylvania State His- 
torical and Museum Commission, 
who told what the Division and 
the State Historical Commission 
are doing toward preserving the 
monuments and archives of our 
history and making them avail- 
able. 

The next speaker was Mr. John 
F. Quigley, Editor of the Union 
County Standard-Journal and Pres- 
ident of the Pennsylvania Society 
of Newspaper Editors, who saw 
the problem from the newspaper 
editors’ point of view. 

Finally, Mr. Samuel Friedman of 
Micro-Photo, Inc. of Cleveland, 
Ohio, told of some of the work that 
his firm has done in the preserv- 
ing of newspapers by microfilming 
them. He also had some words 
of wisdom for those who would 
microfilm files of papers about 
such matters as missing pages 
and reduction ratios. 


*Summary prepared by Albert C. 
Gerould, Chief, Central Public Departments, 
The Free Library of Philadelphia. 


During the discussion that fol- 
lowed it was decided to ask the 
President of the Association to ap- 
point a committee to find ways in 
which the Association, acting 
alone or in cooperation with other 
interested groups, could further 
tne preservation of the files of local 
newspapers. During the discus- 
sion it was pointed out that it 
would be very valuable to bring 
up-to-date the Pennsylvania sec- 
tion of Gregory's Union List of 
Newspapers. This would be very 
valuable in itself and is the only 
methodical way of attacking the 
problem of securing the preserva- 
tion of all the newspaper files. 
Professor Wallace Workmaster of 
Penn State, Secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania Historical Association, 
spoke briefly and said that he was 
sure that our Association could 
count on the interest of that body 
in our project. Mr. Quigley. speak- 
ing for the Pennsylvania Society 
of Newspaper Editors, said that we 
could count on his organization as 
well. 

The Executive Board has re- 
ceived the resolution of the meet- 
ing and further developments 
should be heard of in the near 
future. 


West Branch District 


Library Association 
President—Isabel Welch, Anna Halenbake 
Ross Library, Lock Haven 
Vice-President—Thelma Feeman, Geisinger 
Hospital, Danville 
Secretary-Treasurer—June Foresman, Jun- 
ior-Senior High School. §. Williamsport 
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PLA Business Meeting. York 


The annual business meeting was called 
to order at 10 A. M. on October 2, 1959, 
by the president, Daniel Healey. 

Mrs. Carolyn Field will be the PLA rep- 
resentative on the Governor's Commission 
which is preparing for the 1960 White 
House Conference on Children and Youth 
and Agnes Krarup will be the ALA rep- 
resentative at the Conference. 


Mrs. Ella Daub, Chairman of the Con- 
stitution and Procedure Book Committee, 
moved the adoption of Article IX, Section 2, 
which creates a Finance Committee. The 
motion was seconded by Harold Hayden 
and carried. 


Ralph McComb, ALA Councilor, moved 
that the Executive Board be instructed to 
consider sympathetically any request for 
a contribution from PLA toward the new 
ALA Headquarters Building. Seconded by 
Mrs. Daub and carried. 


Dorothy Lantz, Chairman of the Reso- 
lutions Committee, read resolutions on the 
retirements of Inez Crandle from the Joseph 
and Elizabeth Shaw Library of Clearfield 
and Grace Steele from Bradford Carnegie 
Library, Bradford, and a resolution on 
Albert M. Greenfield and other members of 
the Governor's Commission on Public Lib- 
rary Development. The resolutions were 
adopted (printed elsewhere in the Bulletin.) 

Daniel Healey announced that the 1960 
Conference will be held in Erie, October 
6-8, at the Lawrence Hotel. He also an- 
nounced the publication and distribution 
of the Pennsylvania Library Association 
Bulletin Index. volumes 1-13, Spring, 1945 
to Spring, 1958, which was prepared with- 
out remuneration by Mr. Keator. 


Laura Cathon, secretary, read the follow- 
ing recommendation which she had been 
instructed by the Executive Board to draft 
for the consideration for the membership: 
that letters of thanks be written to indivi- 
dual Pennsylvania House of Representative 
members who voted in favor of library 
legislation during the current session; that 
a letter of thanks be written to Senator Wat- 
kins for his support; that a letter of thanks 
be written. to Senator Propert for his spe- 
cial assistance in aiding PLA legislation; 
and that similar letters be sent to other 
members of the Pennsylvania State Senate 
at the appropirate time. Ralph Munn sua- 
gested that rather than the words “a letter 
of thanks’, the letters express the appre- 
ciation of the Association for their recogni- 
tion of the needs and their support of pub- 
lic libraries in the state. Motion carried. 

Mrs. Ella Daub, Chairman of the Con- 
stitution and Procedure Book Committee, 
moved the acceptance of the changes as 
presented in her committee report. Motion 
seconded by Richard Caverly and carried. 


Joseph Myers, Chairman of the Finance 
Committee, presented the recommendations 
of the Committee for changes in the dues 
schedule which appeared in the Summer 
1959 issue of the Bulletin, p. 12. After 
discussion Ralph Munn moved that the 
motion be amended to include no change in 
the dues rate for members earning less 
than $3,000 a year. Motion carried. 

Because of the change in the Constitution, 
Article VI, which had been voted by the 
Association, the president asked for addit- 
ional nominations from the Nominating 
Committee. Dr. Valencik, Chairman, nom. 
inated the following Members-at-Large: 
Katherine Shorey for a two-year term ‘and 
Mrs. Carolyn Field for a one-year term. 
Dr. Valencik moved the acceptance of this 


report; seconded by Ralph Munn and 
carried. 

The complete Nominating Committee re- 
port follows: 


Vice-President and President-Elect: Keith 
Doms, Assistant Director, Carnegie Li- 
brary of Pittsburgh. 

Secretary: Elizabeth Hesser, Librarian, 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre. 

Treasurer: Richard L. Brown, Librarian, 
Public Library, Reading. 

ALA Councilor: Agnes Krarup, Director, 


Public School Libraries, Pittsburgh 
(term to begin at close of 1960 ALA 
Conference). 


Member-at-Large: 2-year-term: Katherine 
Shorey, Director, Martin Memorial Li- 
brary, York. 

Member-at-Large: 1l-year-term: Mrs. Car- 
olyn W. Field, Coordinator, Work With 
Children, Free Library of Philadelphia. 

The secretary was instructed to cast a 
unanimous ballot for the above officers. 

Daniel Healey expressed his appreciation 
for the help and cooperation of all officers, 
Section and Committee Chairmen, | the 
membership, and especially of Mrs. Frank- 
enfield during his term of office. He then 
turned the meeting over to the new presi- 
dent, Donald A. Riechmann. 

Donald Riechmann in a brief inaugural 
address spoke of the Conference theme, 
“Building on Our Past’ (printed in the 
Bulletin). 

The meeting was then adjourned. 


* * * * * 


Drexel Institute of Technology 

Dr. John F. Harvey, Dean of the Gradu- 
ate School of Library Science and Director 
of Libraries at Drexel Institute of Techno- 
logy, revealed that enrollment of the grad- 
uate school increased by one-third over 
that of the last academic year. Current 
enrollment is 125 students, the largest num- 
ber in the school’s history. 
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Executive Board Meeting 


A meeting of the Executive Board was 
held on October 1, 1959, at the Yorktowne 
Hotel, York. The meeting was called to 
order at 4:30 P.M. by the president, Daniel 
Healey. 

The financial report, given by the treas- 
urer, Joseph Myers, was accepted and 
ordered filed. Mr. Myers announced a 
present membership of 1232 personal mem- 
bers and 176 institutional members. 

Gilmore Warner, Chairman of the Audio- 
Visual Committee, reported that a direc- 
tory of film libraries in Pennsylvania would 
soon be available. 

Richard L. Brown, Chairman of the 
Scholarship Committee, announced that the 
1958-59 PLA Scholarship has been granted 
to Jan Freeman, who is now attending 
Carnegie Library School. 

Richard Caverly, Chairman of the PLA 
Awards Committee, suggested that rule 
3 governing the re-election of the recipient 
for the award be changed to read ‘the 
award shall be given to an individual who 
has rendered distinguished service to li- 
braries and library development”. He also 
announced that the recipient of this year’s 
award, Ralph Munn, was the unanimous 
choice of the Committee and the Executive 
Board. Dr. May Valencik moved that the 
Executive Board approve the action of the 
Awards Committee in establishing the Dis- 
tinguished Service Award; seconded by 
Harold Hayden and carried. 

Ralph McComb, ALA Councilor, urged 
the exploration of the suggestions in his 
feport concerning a plan between PLA 
and PEA which would benefit Pennsylva- 
nia school librarians who have obligations 
to both organizations and a plan for state 
associations aiding the financing of the 
new ALA Headquarters Building. 

Mrs. Pearl Frankenfield, Chairman of the 
Legislative Subcommittee, announced that 
House Bill 1789 which defines the duties 
and function of the State Library has been 
Teported out of Committee and on the 
floor of the Senate. The secretary was in- 
structed to prepare a letter of appreciation 
to House members who worked for the 
bills and to Senators Watkins and Propert 
and to present the letter at the annual 
business meeting October 2. Agnes Krarup 
Suggested the sending of letters to other 
senators who support the bill at the ap- 
propriate time and the secretary was in- 
sttucted to prepare such a letter to present 
at the annual business meeting. 

_ Keith Doms, Chairman of the 1960 Con- 
ference Site Committee, recommended that 
1960 PLA Conference be held in Erie, 
arpa 6, 7, and 8 and that the Lawrence 

Otel be designated the Headquarters 

Hotel. Motion carried. Anthony Martin 


will be in charge of exhibits and Helen 
E. Rilling of local arrangements. 

Daniel Healey announced that ihe Penn- 
sylvania Library Association Bulletin Index. 
volumes 1-13, Spring, 1945 to Spring, 1958 
prepared by Mr. Keator, has been published 
and is now being distributed. 

Mrs. Jane Eaton of the State Library Stati 
has been appointed Acting Executive 
Secretary of PLA. 

Mr. Herbert Shenkin, Deputy Attorney 
General of Pennsylvania, spoke of the need 
for codification of library laws and Attorney 
General Anne X. Alpern's interest in such 
codification. The goal is to complete a 
codification by 1961. He suggested that a 
laison arrangement with an Association 
Committee, probably the Library Develop- 
ment Committee, would be helpful. 

Dorothy Lantz, Chairman of the Reso- 
lutions Committee, was instructed to re- 
draft a resolution on Albert M. Greenfield 
and members of the Governor's Commission 
on Public Library Development and present 
it to the membership at the annual business 
meeting. 

Ralph Blasingame announceed that the 
present austerity program has meant that 
state library positions now number only 44. 
Agnes Krarup expressed the general feeling 
of the group that Ralph Blasingame has 
done a magnificent job in handling the state 
library as well as the many other problems 
arising from the library development pro- 
gram in Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Alice Heilman, Chairman of the 
South Central District Library Association, 
suggested that PLA consider life member- 
ship. 

The meeting was adjourned by the pre- 
sident at 6:30 P. M. 


Melcher Scholarship Fund 


The 1959 Melcher Schoiarship for study 
in children’s librarianship was awarded to 
Thusnelda Schmidt, Pittsburgh. Miss 
Schmidt, librarian in the Colfax Elementary 
School in Pittsburgh since 1937, will take 
a Sabbatical leave until June, 1960 to at- 
tend Carnegie Library School. 

Recent gifts to the Melcher Scholarship 
fund brought the total to $25,500, which 
guarantees an annual income of $750. Con- 
tributions to the fund should be sent to 
the Children’s Services Division Office, 50 
E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Illinois. Informa- 
tion about the 1960 Melcher Scholarship 
can be obtained from the Chairman, Mrs. 
Ruth Hill Viguers, 110 Cliff Road; Welles- 
ley Hills 81, Massachusetts. Application 
deadline is April 1, 1960. 
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Resolutions 


Whereas, Mr. Albert M. Greenfield and 
other members of the Governor's Commis- 
sion on Public Library Development have 
given of their time and energy in the cause 
of Public Library Development in Penn- 
sylvania, and 

Whereas, their efforts have contributed 
significantly to a renewed interest in li- 
braries throughout the Commonwealth, and 

Whereas, the Governor’s Commission, 
under Mr. Greenfield's leadership, actively 
supported a _ forward-looking legislative 
program for library development, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association express its 
appreciation to the members of the Com- 
mission, that a copy of this resolution be 
entered on the minutes of the Association, 
and that a copy of it be sent to each mem- 
ber of the Commission. 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service to libraries and 
librarianship in Pennsylvania given by 
Mrs. Herbert B. Beighley, librarian of the 
Zelienople Public Library, Zelienople, Penn- 
sylvania and, 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent 
to Mrs. Beighley. 


* 5 xc * 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service to libraries and 
lbrarianship in Pennsylvania given by 
Miss Inez Crandle who has retired as li- 
brarian of the Joseph and Elizabeth Shaw 
Public Library, Clearfield, Pennsylvania, 
which she organized in 1939, and 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent to 
Miss Crandle. 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service to libraries and li- 
brarianship in Pennsylvania given by 

Miss Rose Demorest, head of the Penn- 
sylvania Room of the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, and, 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent 
to Miss Demorest. 


* * ok x 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service to libraries and li- 
brarianship in Pennsylvania given by 


Miss Mary Draper, children’s librarian 
of the Manayunk Branch of the Free |). 
brary of Philadelphia for forty-six years 
and, 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl. 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent to 
Miss Draper. 


x * * * xk 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service to libraries and 
librarianship in Pennsylvania given by 

Mrs. Jean S. Huber, assistant librarian 
of the Harrisburg Public Library, who re. 
tired March 6, 1959, after thirty-seven 
years of service, and 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent 
to Mrs. Huber. 


a 3S * ae 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association express its warm ap- 
preciation for the years of service to li- 
braries and librarianship in Pennsylvania 
given by 

Miss Madeleine Shimer who has re 
tired from the staff of the Allentown Free 
Library after forty-one years of service, 
and 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent 
to Miss Shimer. 


x * * *k x 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service to libraries and 
librarianship in Pennsylvania given by 

Miss Grace Steele, librarian of the Brad- 
ford Carnegie Public Library, Bradford, 
Pennsylvania, since 1920, and 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the Conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent 
to Miss Steele. 


* * * * * 


PLA Scholarship 

The 1958-59 PLA Scholarship was given 
to Carnegie Library School but not awarded 
until 1959-69. The recipient is Joan Free 
man, a resident of Pittsburgh, who gradu- 
ated from Pennsylvania State University 
with an academic average of 3.8 on a 
scale of 4.0. The 1959-60 PLA Scholarship 
was given to Drexel Institute Library 
School, which awarded it to Robert Bray 
Wingate, Harrisburg. The scholarship was 
named for Alice Eaton, formerly librarian 
at Harrisburg Public Library. 
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For The Young Romantic Junior High School 


Selected by a committee from CYPSL 
Section of PLA 


Allen, Elizabeth. The In-Between. Dutton 
$2.75. 

At 15, Lynn Richards had graduated 
from high school but was still too young 
for college. A real misfit! A misplaced 
love with a broken heart resulting helped 
ner find her sense of proportion and a 
place for herself. 

Butters, Dorothy Gilman. 
Street. Macrae Smith. $2.75 

She had to live on a shabby street, and 
she had to work to help her family, but 
Kitty discovered that these facts didn’t 
really affect her as a person, nor did they 
keep her from a warm and understanding 
love. 

Finney, Gertrude. Life is a Journey. Long- 
mans, $3.50 

For Sylvia Lamont, a lonely, insecure 
young girl, the summer she spent with 
the Simonds family proved to be the hap- 
piest summer of all. 

Garthwaite, Marion. 
Star. Messner. $2.95 

A whirlwind romance was a thrilling ex- 
perience to Torrey Thorne, yet it cost her 
her library degree and family approval. 
With Cliff away on business in Chile, Tor- 
tey was left alone to find out whether their 
love was a true one. 

Klipsch, Leona. Treasure Your Love. Dodd, 
Mead. $2.75 

Liese’s Twelfth-Night party helped put 
her “in” with Dave Wingate and the big 
wheels around Highland High; her own 
maturing provided Liese with the answers 
to the way “out” of an unhappy situa- 
tion. 

_ Robert. So Love Returns. Knopf. 
$3.50 

No one knew where she came from, the 
young girl with the green eyes, nor 
whether she returned to the sea like the 
mist, but for Lenny and his motherless 
children, there was a time of love and jov 
that was strangely beautiful. 

Nielson, Jean. Walk Under The Trees. 
Funk & Wagnalls. $2.95 

Gwen ran away from her own minor 
troubles into a real emergency. Hard 
work, and her new friends in Arizona 
gave her a fresh viewpoint about herself 
and the boy back home. 

Sire, Glen and Jane. Something Foolish. 
Something Gay. Simon & Schuster. $3.50 

Meet Laurie Merritt and Sammy Hastings 
—two “steadies” with stars in their eyes 
and the world at their fingertips as they 
go about the wonderful business of grow- 
Ing up. 

Speare, Elizabeth George. The Witch Of 
Blackbird Pond. Houghton Mifflin. $3.00 
5 at Tyler was not well-regarded by the 
Furitans because of her impulsive nature 
and her friendship for a Quaker. She 
never expected to be charged with witch- 
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Heartbreak 


Bright Particular 


craft, nor to find a strong and clever 
champion. Winner of Newberry medal— 
1959. 


Committee Members: Marie V. Kitzmiller, 
Children’s Librarian, The Free Library of 
Philadelphia; Eleanor C. Mullican, Young 
Adult Librarian, The Free Library of Phila- 
delphia; Eleanor P. Birkmann, Supervisor, 
Elementary School Libraries, School Dis- 
trict of Philadelphia; Margaret E. McFate, 
Librarian, Girard College Library. 


PLA Section Officers 
1959-60 


Children's, Young People’s and School 
Libraries 
Chairman—Mrs. Florence Spector 
Vice-Chairman—Mrs. Frances DeCle- 


vet, Penn Township Senior High 
School, Pittsburgh 
Secretary—Roberta Lee, Allegheny 


County Library, Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 
College and Reference Section 
Chairman—Margaret L. Zenk 
Vice-Chairman—Coral E. Melson, Mill- 
ersville State Teachers College Li- 
brary 
Secretary—Mary A. Funk, Muhlenberg 
College Library 
County Libraries Section 
Chairman—Mrs. Mary S. Wilson 
Vice-Chairman—Mrs. Katherine Neff, 
Dauphin County Library Division 
Harrisburg Public Library 
Secretary-Treasurer—Mary Somerville 
Joseph & Elizabeth Shaw Public Li 
brary, Clearfield 
Public Library Section 
Chairman—Martin H. Du Ross 
Vice-Chairman—Ruth I. Wilhelm, B. F 
Jones Memorial Library, Aliquippa 
Secretary—Edward R. Dax, Lancaster 
Free Public Library 
Trustee Section 
Chairman—Duane Wilder, Irvine 


Carl ‘William Hull 


In the death of Carl William Hull, a 
past president of PLA, on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 24, the library profession in Pennsyl- 
vania is the poorer by the loss of an able 
librarian and a fine personality. He had 
been for some months in failing health. 

During his professional career of more 
than forty years he served many communi- 
ties. In the first World War he worked in 
France to supply the American troops with 
reading matter. Afterwards he aided in 
establishing the American Library in Paris. 
He did the same type of work in the Pan- 
ama Canal Zone in World War II. 

He retired from active service in October 
1958 and has since lived in Warren 








News Notes 


Mrs. Evelyn Fretz (Drexel) has been ap- 
pointed Co-ordinator of Adult Services at 
the Allentown Free Library as of Septem- 
ber 1. 

Mrs. Esther V. Friedrich (CLS'42) for- 
merly librarian of Eastern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, is now Reference Li- 
brarian, Allentown Free Library. 

Ethel V. Shaffer (Drexel), formerly assis- 
tant in reference and interlibrary loan at 
the University of Chicago, is now Reference 
Librarian, Allentown Free Library. 

Estelle Jordan, formerly assistant li- 
brarian of Carnegie Public Library, Brad- 
ford, became head librarian in June. 

Judith M. Harrison, a graduate of the 
University of Queensland, Australia, is an 
assistant in the Reference Department, Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh. 


William B. Spinelli (CLS ‘59) is an as- 
sistant in the Technology Department, Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh. 

Wendell Wray, head of the Public Af- 
fairs Room, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
since 1956, has resigned to join the staff 
of the New York (City) Public Library as 
assistant to the coordinator of Adult Serv- 
ices. 


Mary Somerville (Drexel '31), formerly 
County Librarian of Clearfield County, be- 
came librarian of the Joseph and Elizabeth 
Shaw Public Library, Clearfield, in Septem- 
ber. 

Clyde L. Haselden (MLS ‘48, University 
of Chicago) became librarian of Lafayette 
College, August 1. He was formerly li- 
brarian at Bladwin-Wallace College, Berea, 
Ohio. Harold W. Thompson, Jr., formerly 
librarian of Lafayette College, became as- 
sistant professor of library science at Glass- 
boro (N. J.) State College in September. 


Edith Patterson, retired librarian of Potts- 
ville Free Public Library, was the recipient 
of the Orchid Award given by the Potts- 
ville Business and Professional Women’s 
Club for her outstanding contribution to 
Pottsville. She is a past president of PLA. 


Pearl B. Monroe, librarian of Union City 
Public Library, died on June 2. She 
had been librarian at Union City since No- 
vember 1917 and during her forty-two 
years of service built the library into a 
better-than-average small town library. 
When the “Citizen of the Year” project 
was started in the community, she was 
selected to fill that place first. 

a a 


* Ok 


‘People ail over the country know about 
the Pennsylvania Library Development 
Program and are watching its progress.” 
—Germaine Krettek, ALA Washington 
Office. 


52 






ACRL Tri-State Chapter 


The Tri-State Chapter of ACRL held its 
fall meeting on October 17 at the Univer. 
sity of Pittsburgh. At the morning session 
Dr. Edward R. Schatz, Assistant Dean of 
the College of Engineering and Science, 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, spoke on 
"Education—the Decade Ahead”. The 
problem of education is two-fold: what js 
going to be taught and how it is going 
to be taught. Specialization has already 
begun to decline because problems are too 
big for specialists to solve. Teams of 
specialists are now used, often led by men 
who have a general education. At present 
in some liberal arts colleges there is em. 
phasis on content objectives to the exten! 
that superficial surveys pass for libera| 
arts, but in the future there will be less 
time for cafeteria type of education in the 
liberal arts. More attention will have to be 
paid to gifted students through advanced 
placement and early admissions, and 
honors programs will again come into 
vogue. By 1970 593,000 students will wani 
to attend college in Pennsylvania, a 2.5% 
increase, which means doubling our facili- 
ties. This increase in enrollment wil at 
fect how to teach. Lectures on film, teach- 
ing by television, and teaching machines 
will probably be used in addition to as 
signing more students per teacher. For 
libraries more students and teachers will 
mean more books and more facilities, the 
constant weeding of older material from 
collections, and possibly the storage of 
video tapes and special teacher films in 
libraries. Requirements for library service 
will rise. 

At luncheon Dr. J. Steele Gow, Jr., Direc- 
tor, Cooperative School Study Commission, 
spoke on “Pittsburgh Bicentennial”. He 
discussed the history of the Carnegie li 
braries in Pittsburgh and described the tre- 
search on the bicentennial which. was done 
for him by various libraries. 

Mr. Joseph Simmons, Reminaton Rand, 
spoke at the afternoon session on “Work 
Simplification”. He said that automation 
is not necessary in most libraries. Because 
it is so costly, in the future we may have 
regional set-ups for automation. He de- 
scribed the robot cardex, the new kard- 
veyer, divider-type shelf filing, and the 
synchro-tape typewriter. Pamphlets on this 
equipment are available from Remington 
Rand. 

Tours of the new stack area in the base 
ment of the University of Pittsburgh were 
conducted before the morning session and 
after the closing session. 

The Spring meeting will be held May 14 
at Indiana State Teachers’ College. 
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